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Public Law 97-125
97th Congress
An Act
To amend the National Visitor Center Facilities Act of 1968 to provide for the _ Dec.29 1981
rehabilitation and completion of Union Station in Washington, District of Colum- [S. 1192]
bia, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o resentatives of the

United States of America in Congress assemb t this Act maybe Union Station
cited as the “Union Station Redevelopment Act of 1981”. Actol 1981
Skc. 2. The Congress finds and declares that— 40 USC 801 note.

(1) Union Station in Washington, District of Columbia, com- 40 USC 811 note.
missioned by Congress in 1903, designed by Daniel H. Burnham
in monumental Beaux Arts style, and completed by the Washing-
ton Terminal Company in 1907, is an important historic and
architectural landmark of the Nation’s Capital;

(2) Union Station was built and used exclusively as a rail

station until Congress decided to make the historic
Egiﬁg;fa%ﬁon building a N.at.iontgl Visitor Cent:r in 1%68, Bllz
ca passenger operations to a replacement facility behin
the historic building;

(3) the use of rail r service to and from Washington,
District of Columbia, i when the National Visitor Center
Facilities Act of 1968 was enacted, has dramatically increased 40 USC 801 note.
since that time with the advent of and substantial Federal
b Dttt oreslise SFOWEIE Project Ristyfig & revirsel

en corridor improvemen a
of the policy adopted 13 years ago;

(4) the historic Union Station building is now unsafe and
unusable, and the replacement railroad station is inconvenient
and inadequate for present and projected rail ridership demand;

(5) it is in the national interest to preserve the architectural
features of Union Station and to provide in the Union Station
complex a sound and fully operational transportation terminal;

(6) the Union Station complex and its vicinity present an
opportunity for successful commercial development integrated
with the transportation functions of the facility; and

(7) the purposes of this Act are to achieve the goals of historic
preservation and improved rail use of Union Station with maxi-
mum reliance on the private sector and minimum requirement
for Federal assistance.

Sgec. 8. Title I of the National Visitor Center Facilities Act of 1968
(40 U.S.C. 801 et seq.) is amended—

(1) by striking “National Visitor Center” in the caption of title
I and inserting in lieu thereof “Union Station”;

(2) by inserting a new caption “Subtitle A—National Visitor
Center” immediately after the new title I caption; and

(8) by adding at the end of title I the following new subtitle:
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40 USC 811.

Roof

installation.

40 USC 812.

“Subtitle B—Union Station Redevelopment

“Sgkc. 111. (a) Upon the request of the Secretary of Transportation,
the Secretary s assign to the Secretary of rtation all of
the Secretary’s right, title, and interest in the Union Station com-
plex, including all ments and leases entered into under subtitle
A of this title. § assignment may reserve to the Secretary the
right to lease space for visitor services, to the extent the Secretary
and the Secretary of Transportation may e. For purposes of this
title, the “Union Station complex” shall include all the real pro%ert X
iirof' btatl:iﬁld Eégtrﬁvemgiahts leased by r:he Secretary l&n:ltle:: subtitle

e, er with any property acquired an improve-
ments made in accordance with th?;gubtitle.

“(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) of this section,
the Sec shall, not later than twelve months after the date of
enactment of this subsection, complete the installation of new roofs
and associated drainage systems on all existing roof surfaces of the
historic Union Station building. Of funds appropriated to the Secre-
tary under the construction appropriation for the National Park
S for the fiscal year ending September 30, 1982, not less than

,100,000 shall be available to and allocated by the Secretary for
such roof work. In the event the assignment provided for in sul
tion (a) of this section occurs prior to completion of such roof work,
the Secretary shall continue to be responsible for such roof work until
its completion, except as the Secretary and the Secretary of Transpor-
tation may otherwise agree.

“e) P?i:)r to the assignment p’?t‘il;deélegur in sszsection (;.t)a gif tht.is
section, the Secretary shall permit the Secr on to
carry out or cause to be carried out the ac% a?:rti?:ﬂponzed by this
subtitle or by title VII of the Railroad Revitalization and tory
Reform Act of 1976 (45 U.S.C. 851 et seq.).

“(d) After both the assignment provided for in subsection (a) of this
section and the completion of the roof installation required by
subsection (b) of this section, the Secre shall be relieved of the
authority and obligation under subtitle A of this title to construct and
operate a National Visitor Center at Union Station. The provisions of
subtitle A of this title shall thereafter be deemed superseded by any
m}}émryltirz in%)lnsisbent pmv‘i;ions of subtiti:iie B g{; I;hills ﬁtﬁd 5 th

EC. 112. The Secreta.r;l' Transportation provide for the

etvarity 58§ cobitipios Gmuaporiation Versdisial saing. the

as a m e-use on serving the

Rlat.ion’a Capital, and secondarily as a commercial complex, in
accordance with the following goals:

“(a) Preservation of the exterior facade and other historically

gnu:il architecturally significant features of the Union Station

“(b) ration and operation of a portion of the historic
Union Station building as a rail passenger station, together with
holding facilities for charter, transit, and intercity buses in the
Union Station complex;

“(c) Commercial development of the Union Station complex
that will, to the extent possible, financially support the contin-
uedo tion and maintenance of such complex; and

“(d) Withdrawal by the Federal Government from any active
role in the operation and ment of the Union Station
complex as soon as practical and at the least possible Federal
expense consistent with the goals set forth in subsections (a)
through (c) of this section.
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“Sec. 113. (a) There are authorized to be appropriated to the Appropriation

Secretary of Tr: tion such sums as may be necessary to meet 23‘3@3‘3};"“'
lease and other o atlons, mclu maintenance requuementa ;
incurred by the Secretary to the Secretary of Transpor-

tation under thm subti Secretary shall transfer to the Secre-
tary of 'l‘ransportatmn at the time of such assignment such sums as
may have been appropriated to the Secretary to meet such obliga-
tzons and not yet expended as of the date of such assignment.
“(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 102(a)5) of this title, 40 USC 802.
the Secretary of Tranaportatlon is authorized to purchase for the

United States any y that was leased by the Secretary under
suhtxtlerfth:sh asmﬁtotheﬂecretaryof’l‘mmportamon
under this subtitle. The agreement for such property may

provide for ent by Secmmg 'I‘m:mgrmtmn over a term
not to aylinyeam. There are authorized appropriated to the

Secretary of Transporl;amon, in addition to the sums authorized by
subsection (a) of this section, not to exceed $275,000 per for not to
exceed six years to carry out such Burehase Such purc shall not
be subject to the provisions of title Il of the Uniform Relocation
Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (42
U.S.C. 4651 et seq.).
“Smba];M (a) The tSecretary of T&anspormo?:nﬁ msha]lon an ;11111::; E;%i:;ering
gency basis, carry out an engineering survey stru :
at the Union Station complex for the following purposes: s il
“(1) to determine those actions necessary or desirable to
preserve the long-term structural integrity of, and provide func-
tional utility systems for, the historic Union Station building;
“(2) in coup(tia:'m;n‘:.nrl1 wat;h Artg:reak’faﬂ to detarmm%at]:loae ac;uut;lns
necessary or desirable to res passenger dling func-
tions to the historic Union Station building and otherwise
mpmve rail passenger service facilities at Union Station, includ-

passenger access to the trains; and
“(3) mgrepare detailed estimates of the costs of such rehabili-
tation provement.

“(b) Concurrently with the engineering survey required by subsec- Study.
tion (a) of this section, the Secretary of Transportation, in cooperation
with the National Railroad Passenger Corporation, shall carry out a
gla.nn.mg and market feasibili to assess the commercial

evelopment ﬁoteutzal of the Union Station complex. Such study
ude, but not be limited to, an assessment of the
feasﬂ:nhty and desirability of:
(1) providing passenger transportation services from Union
Station to the commercial airports in the area;
“(2) constructing a heliport at or near the Union Station
complex; and
“(3) relocating to office space in Union Station the offices of
Federal or other public transportation agencies.

“(c) The of Transportation shall complete the r- Survey
ing survey required by this section not later than six months the completion.
date of enactment thm sect;um and shall com the planning
and market feasibili: by this ion not later than
twelve months after dabe ofenactment of this section.

“(d) Of amounts appropriated under section 704(a) (1) and (2) of the

Revitalization and Regulatory Reform Act of 1976 (45 U.S.C.

854{11) (1) and (2)) $1,000, OOOhshaltlohe avmlai)l&go and be ut:_hzed by
of Transportation ou u of subsec-
twns(a]and(b)ofthmaectmn i i
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Report to
Congress.

Funding
prohibition.

Development
ments.
40 USC 815.

Developer
selection.

“(e) Within twelve months following the date of enactment of this
section, the Secretary of Transportation shall submit a report to the
Co! on the results of the engineering survey and planning and

feasibility studies carried out under this section. Such report
shall be refe to the Committees on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation and Environment and Public Works of the Senate
and the Committees on Energy and Commerce and Public Works and

'l‘ra.nL%cportation of the House, mmely. Such report shall include a
specific commitment of Federal for completion of the rehabili-
tation of the historic Union Station building, together with any
T s s ho Ao aarp s BT af thesgan
po: on necessary in of the survey
and studies carried out under this section, from either or both of the
e " fofnums: thorized to be ted and not yet
i authori a riated and not yet appropri-
ated under section 704(a) of %ge glailroad Revita]izah%% and
Regulatory Reform Act of 1976 (45 U.S.C. 854(a)) that are in
excess of the amounts set out in the last sentence of such section
TS ands od ed from any oth ;
programed or reprogram m any other appropri-
ation available to the Secretary of Transportation. :
Notwithstanding other ﬁ':vmion of this subsection, no funds
from the Northeast Corridor Improvement Project and other rail or
rail-related programs in excess of $29,000,000 shall be available for
the completion of the rehabilitation of the historic Union Station
building or other purposes determined by the Secretary of Transpor-
tation to be necessary in light of the survey and studies carried out
under this section if within ninety calendar days of continuous
session of the Co after any request for such excess funds either
the Committee on Energy and erce of the House of Representa-
tives or the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate disagproves of the availability of such excess funds for
such purposes by majority vote. For purposes of this subsection,
continuity of session of the Congress is broken only by an adjourn-
ment sine die, and the days on which either House is not in session
because of an adjournment of more than three days to a certain
are excluded in the computation of the period described in this

subsection.

“Sgc. 115. (a) In order to achieve the goals set out in section 112 of
this subtitle, the Secretary of Transportation is authorized to select
and subsequently enter into one or more agreements (hereafter in
this Act refe to as ‘development agreements’) with one or more
responsible individuals, corporations, or other private entities with
demonstrated experience in the financing, undertaking, and manag-
i.n% of commercial real estate development (hereafter in this Act
referred to as ‘developers’).

“(b) The Secretary of Transportation shall prescribe the procedures
and criteria for selection of a developer for the Union Station
complex: Provided, That no final developer selection shall be made
unless and until at least two developers meeting minimum criteria
m l}y the Secret.:lry of Trgns%ort_ation laago; submitted to the

of Transportation specific design an ancing proposals
for tllle rehgbilita_t:ion and red?velo ment qf_hghe Unim? Station
complex, an speclﬁcE‘opoa.ﬂla or the acquisition, conveyance, or
lease of real property. The Secretary of Transportation is dJyEEregted to
initiate discussions with potential developers as soon as possible
following enactment of this section to assure the earliest possible
selection of a developer or developers.
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“e) Dey;l:gment agreements entered into under this section shall Development

be consid cooperative agreements for g of the Federal 2greements.
Grant and Cooperative Agreement Act of 1977 (41 U.S.C. 501 et seq.).
With respect to such development agreements, the Secretary of
Transportation is authorized to modify or waive the application of
regulations otherwise applicable to Federal or Department of Trans-
portation financial assistance agreements, to the extent the Secre-
tary of Transportation determines in his discretion to be necessary to
accomplish the purposes of this subtitle at the lowest cost to the
Federal Government.

“(d) The Secretary of Transportation is further authorized to enter
into such other agreements and contracts, except any agreement or
contract to sell property rights at the Union Station complex, with
such persons, corporations, financial institutions, Federal, regional,
or local agencies, or the Architect of the Ca{)iml as the Secretary of
Transportation deems necessary or desirable to carry out the
poses of this subtitle. Any such agreement m%f be made assignable to
a selected developer or developers of the Union Station complex.

“Skc. 116. (a)1) The Secretary of Transportation is authorized to 40 USC 816.
acquire for the United States, by lease, purchase, or otherwise, any
interest in real property (including, without limitation, interests in
the nature of easements or reservations) and any other property
interest (including, without limitation, contract rights) in or relating
or adjacent to the Union Station complex that the Secretary of
T;ggstfmrtation deems necessary to carry out the purposes of this
§ e

“(2) If the Secretary of Transportation determines that property
under the jurisdiction of the Architect of the Capitol in squares 721
and 722 eastward of the historic Union Station building is necessary
to carry out the purposes of this subtitle, the Secretary of Transporta-
tion may request assignment of such property to the use of the

of Transportation, as a part of the Union Station complex,
and subject to the pmviaions of this subtitle, and the Architect of the
Capitol shall so assign such property.

“(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the Secretary of
Transportation is authorized to maintain, use, operate, manage, and
lease, either directly, by contract, or through development agree-
ments, any property interest held or acquired by the Secretary of
Transportation for the United States under this subtitle, in such
manner and subject to such terms, conditions, covenants, and ease-
ments as the Secretary of Transportation deems necessary or desir-
able to carry out the purposes of this subtitle.

“Skc. 117. (a) The Secretary of Transportation is authorized to use 40 USC 817.
income and proceeds received from activities authorized by this
subtitle, including, without limitation, operating and leasing income
and payments made to the Federal Government under development
agreements, to pay e: nsesincurmdbytheSecretaryofTra.nsporta-
tion in carrying out the purposes of this subtitle, including, without
limitation, construction, acquisition, leasing, operation, and mainte-
nance expenses, and payments made to developers under develop-
mt‘er{lﬁ)agreementg. s " 2

‘ special deposit account is hereby established in the Tre nion Station
of the United States, to be known as the Union Station Fund, whicK Pund.
shall be administered as a revolving fund. Such special deposit
account shall be credited with receipts of the Secretary of Transporta-
tion from activities authorized by this subtitle and the balance in
such special deposit account shall be available in such amounts as are

B9-194 0O—82—107: QL3
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Park. ch fa::lhty
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40 USC 819.

40 USC 802.
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spedﬁedma:hnsu:luba%rmpnamnmmrmhngexpendm;m

“Sgc. 118. (a) Notwithstanding any othgr provision of title 23,

ways,
completion of the parking facility, and aasociated ramps uding
o m
moving aeeass.andconnectmns)atUmon Station, to be
financed with interstate highway funds apporhoned to the Dml:nct of
Columbia. To the extent necessary to eom prcfm.

apportionment shall not be subject ljfaﬁon tion
enacted for the fiscal year Septamber 80
year ending September 30, 1983. amount of %monment
necemarytocomplebesuahproject.nottoexoeedw, 000, shall
remain available to the District of Columbia until without
regard to the provisions of section 118(b) of title 23, United States
Codlvla E]:ctFedemlahareahaﬂbe IOOpermntu.moft.hetQtaloostof
such p

“b) Wlthm sixty days of the enactment of this section, the

Secretary of Transportation shall enter into an t with the
District of Columbia’s Department ofhnagyﬁﬁ::mfo?the Secre-
tary of Transportation’s administration of the project described in
subsection (a) of this section. Such project agreement shall provide
that all right, title, and interest in such par facility shall remain
in the United States. Tberateoffeescharged use of the parking
facility may exceed the rate required for maintenance and operation
of the facility, and shall be lished in a manner that encourages
its use by rail passengers and participants in activities in the Union
Stagmn cogpl(ex aTrllld area.
“Skc. 1 a) The Secretary of Transportation is authorized, on
Waiogin Tennit Coupany ot it o all of s bngm““
n Te: pany from any or its o ons
under ents and leases entered into under subtitle A of this
title, including, without limitation, the obligation to construct a new
railroad passenger station as provided in section 102(a)4) of this title.
“(b) The Secretary of tion shall waive such statutory or
contractual restrictions on the use of the king structure and
associated rampa_deacrilged in section 118 of this subtitle as would

“(c] The Secmtary of 'Trangggrtanon is authorized to use funds
a riated under section 704(a)2) of Railroad Revitalization
and Regulatory Reform Act of 1976 (45 U.S.C. 854(a)(2)} to car%&l:
thel;urposesofthssaubhﬂethhoutmrd ma%
requirement of section 7T03(1XB) of Act (45 US.C 1XB)).
Funds appropriated under section 704(a) of such Act may not be used
gotl;gemgn, construction, or operation of a heliport at or near Union
on.
seeinenta wih fhe Aoerier of Toansustation & i Gtith
agreements wi or or
assign to furnish steam or chilled water or both from the Capitol
PowerPlanttotheUmonStaﬁoncomplex.atnoexpemsetothe
legislative branch.”.
SEc. 4. (a) The Act ap November 5, 1966 (Public Law 89-759)
and section 108 of the National Visitor Center Facilities Act of 1968
(Public Law 90-264) are repealed.



PUBLIC LAW 97-125—DEC. 29, 1981 95 STAT. 1673

(b) Section 102(b) of the Nat.lonal Visitor Center Facilities Act of
1968 (40 U.S.C. 802(b)) is amended by striking the word “title” and
inserting in lieu thereof the word “subt

Skc. 5. As used in section 502(&)(1)(3) of the Rail Passenger Service Cgmtrabe
Act, the term “Amtrak Commuter” shallmean,mthreapecttothe 45nﬁrgélsgznm
period prior to January 1, 1983, “Conrail”. :

Approved December 29, 1981,
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